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Not to mention the melancholic «Canopy» that  benefited from an 
unexpected collaboration. In addition to the music composed by Kenny 
Wheeler, the writing was supervised by the British jazz singer 
Norma Winstone. « I met her during a masterclass in 
Paris. She read my text and agreed to embellish it» she recalls.  

It is via the Professional Training Musical Institute in France that she 
met the strong musicians who accompany her today : the drummer 
Cédrick Bec, the pianist Ben Rando and the double bass player Olivier Lalauze.

But if Cécile Andrée took time to let her project ma-
ture, she did not land on the planet jazz without luggage!        

Choir director today, she was a choir singer from 8, she studied 
piano and guitar, sung at the Francofolies de Spa, Montreal, at «Voix de 
fêtes » in Geneva, for a theater company, or within a crazy vocal quartet.

She even develops an original concept, « Pause », consis-
ting in playing music at the same pace as the heart beat (60/80 
bpm) on standards by Tom Jobim, Billy Strayhorn, Duke Ellington …

Trained in jazz singing with Michele Hendricks, Roger Letson, Thierry 
Peala, Eduardo Lopes, Lois Le Van, Norma Winstone and David Linx, she was 
a contestant in the international Voicingers vocal jazz competition in Poland.
This French citizen by birth lived in England, New Zealand, a few months in Ca-
meroon or Barcelona, 10 years in Paris before landing in Marseille in the 
south of France, not far from the creeks that inspired her «entre ciel et mer» (between 
sky and sea). The only song that she interprets entirely in French, on a latino tempo.

The album will be released in the spring, a favorable season for seed hatching. 
Where «nature»  reasserts itself.

«What interest me is seeking emotions. 
To express feelings with an economy of words.  

« What interests me is seeking 
emotions. To express feelings with an eco-
nomy of words  » confides Cécile Andrée. 

A need to come back to the heart 
of beings and things, to be guided 
by what really matters to her : the 
harmony of sounds, body, 
soul and nature...

We could talk about aesthetic, quest, 
even utopia ... but this would take 
useless shortcuts to try to define 
her approach.. 

Listening to «nature», her First album 
of original compositions, recorded 
near Aix-en-Provence in France, we
realize that this songwriter and in-
terpreter masters her arguments. 

The voice, First of all, aerial and 
sensitive, as engrossing when she 
envelops the texts as when she 
flies freely with onomatopoeia . 
A timbre that captures you 
from the First notes of «The 
wheel of life» opening the opus. 

The melodies then, dense and 
beautifully obsessing, from which 
she signed most of the scores and 
arrangements, at the crossroads 
between modern jazz and pop. 

And finally, the use of haïku 
(on three pieces), a concise 
and codified form of Japanese 
poetry, whose verses are inspired 
by observation, inner emotions, the 
time that passes or the evanes-
cence of the world surrounding us..

 « There is in this mode of expression so-
mething that particularly affects me. 
I love this feeling of  suggesting 
rather than saying. 
It was my starting point even though I 
sometimes went away from it. I speak often 
about this stone that weighs on our backs 
and prevents us from moving forward».

In the wake of «The wheel of life»,  
a symbolic wheel whose move-
ments imperturbably follow the 
cycle of life, from birth to death, going 
through the search for love, Cécile 
takes us toward a dreamlike journey. 

Over the stops, this trip tells the 
story of a child searching for his 
father in «she knows», tackles more 
jazzy shores for «Springtime’s here» - 
preceded by an a cappella 
introduction of Sting’s «I was brought 
to my senses» in which two birds 
symbolize the couple -, is prolonged 
with the persistence of love in 
«my heart will beat» before giving 
us a subtle new reading of  the dark 
«Street Spirit (Fade out)» from 
Radiohead. 

What really counts :  the harmony of sounds, body,  soul and nature. 
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